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all these above mentioned from him who does not
respect the guests.
Not only in the simple houses of the mortals do
we see the working of Sanathana Dharma, but even
in the Palace of Lord Death, Sastras are quoted and
implicitly followed. This is a stanza which enume-
rates the consequences one will have to live through
as a result of one's deliberate insults to a man of
knowledge and culture.
Hope and expectations are blasted in the life of
one who insults a saintly guest. Here, Asa, chope%
means "wish for something unknown, such as heaven
etc. !" and Prateeksha, 'expectation', means "look-
ing forward to the obtaining of a known object such
as material wealth, relationship, etc,"
A house-holder who insults a saintly guest is
called by the Sruthi as an idiot (Alpatnedhasafi). If
today we find in our society more folks who ignore
charity and hospitality, in the language of the Sruthi,
we are a generation of idiots !
In the concept of Sanathana DJiarma a guest is
an Athithi-Narayana or an embodiment of God.
Feeding the guest with Narayana Bhav is considered
to be one of the Five Great Yagnas (Panchamaha-
yagnd) which a house-holder has daily to perform
for purposes of his future growth in the sacles of his
conscious evolution. To a certain degree Kathopa-
nishad can be considered as indulging in Brahmin-
propaganda in the sense in which we understand
Brahmins today as a special and privileged class.